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All Roads Lead to Will County

By John Greuling
President & CEO, Will County Center
for Economic Development

Transportation is
Will County’s past,
present, and future.
From the early days of
the French explorers
to the opening of the
largest inland container
port in North America,
transportation has
always been the
primary driver of the
Will County economy. Today the county is
on the verge of a transportation explosion:
e |ater this year, the I-355 Extension

will connect I-55 and [-80 through

the heart of Will County, creating a

new “Golden Corridor” of economic

activity involving over 20,000 acres of

undeveloped land. This highway will

change the face of Will County forever;
¢ |n addition to the CenterPoint

Intermodel Center in Elwood, truck-rail

intermodel facilities are being developed

in Crete along -394 and in Wilmington
at I-55 and Lorenzo Road. These projects
alone will bring over 30 million square
feet of new industrial development

and thousands of jobs to Will County

south of Interstate 80;

e Renewed progress has been made in the
development of the llliana Expressway
connecting I-65 in Indiana with I-57 in
Will County. Discussions to extend this
further west to I-55 and connecting
to the planned Prairie Parkway linking
[-80 with I-88 would create the new
“Quterbelt” of the Chicago region
and set the development pattern for
the metro area for the next 100 years;

e The State of lllinois continues to acquire
land for the South Suburban Airport
in eastern Will County. Legislation
creating a Will County Airport
Authority and a Regional Development
District around the airport are pending
in the lllinois General Assembly.

Greuling

The need for a third airport in the
Chicago area has already been
documented and the FAA has chosen
Will County for its location.

The new global economy favors world
ports as the sustainable economic centers
of today and tomorrow. Will County has
quickly emerged as one of the most
important Global Trans Centers of North
America. A Global Trans Center is an area
that provides multiple transportation
services for the movement of goods from
their manufacturing/assembly source to
the market for sale and distribution.

With the off-shoring of American
industry, communities at the critical
junctures of global supply chains are
growing much more rapidly and creating
more jobs than any other locations.

Will County is at the primary distribution
point for this supply chain in the largest
market in the world, the United States.
Will County has two of the most important
elements necessary to sustain World Port
status for many years to come: critical
transportation services and available land
for development. Exceptional highway,
rail, water and air transportation services
are readily available and easily accessible
throughout Will County. Over 300,000
acres of land, roughly two-thirds of the
land in Will County, are available for
long term development.

This position in the world economy
presents Will County with tremendous
opportunities and challenges. The most
important of these is the preservation
of the high quality of life that has made
Will County the fastest growing county
in lllinois. Regional planners predict that
the Will County population will balloon
to well over a million residents by the
year 2030, making it the second largest
county in lllinois behind Cook. This growth
presents the leaders in Will County their
biggest challenge. The pressure on schools,
open space, public safety, transportation,
etc. will continue to mount and will
require leadership with great vision.

To this end, the Will County Center
for Economic Development (CED) has
produced the Will County Transportation
Blueprint providing a guide to preserving
the transportation advantages the county
has enjoyed for the last millennium. The
CED is a private not-for-profit development
foundation devoted to the creation of
jobs and the improvement of the quality
life for residents of the county. The CED’s
purpose in developing this Transportation
Blueprint is to:

* Raise the awareness among Will
County residents and leaders
regarding the significance of an
adequately and properly funded
regional transportation system;

e Insist on a higher state and federal
priority for transportation projects
in Will County;

e Maximize business-community
involvement in Will County
transportation planning;

e Develop local funding mechanisms
to assist in the completion of the
transportation improvements presented
in the Blueprint;

e Prioritize the development of all current
and future transportation projects to
ensure the safety of those who live
and travel through Will County.

The Blueprint calls for specific
transportation improvements including
air, water, rail and highways. It also
identifies the need to find new and
innovative revenue sources to help pay
for these improvements, including a
Will County gas tax and new user fees.
While never popular, new revenue
sources, including taxes and fees, must
be implemented to fund our expanding
transportation services. Will County leaders
today are committed to maintaining a high
quality business and living environment
including making some hard choices
when it comes to funding needed
transportation improvements. After all,
they want to make sure all roads continue
to lead to Will County.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


